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FOR DEMOCRACY IN 'I'u-"'RKEY

"ı .un onüy feeı pity for this indictment that
has no concern whatsoeıer for the problems rıf
<ıur people, that lacks the slightest degree of
awareness of history, that has Iocked itseIt
away in the dark. mouldy dungerıns of outdaterl
laws. l feel pity for those whıı are at'raid ırf
thought and of people whrı think. r.

( Fr<ım the defenc:e statement)

IıTllıa.ü Sa.rgirı:
"With .arra return we have marle our application
to our 'people.

W'e have declared our wish that the merged
United Communist Party of Turkey shoulci work
openly and legally from the very start. .We
believe that in this way we wili ensure the
greatest Contribution we can make to the demo-
Cratısation of our country which underlies all
our problems. We have made our application.
The reply is posjtive. esteemed judges. And this
is what matters. rr

( From the defence statement)

Cfua: leremy Corbyn, MP
Spierı:

Campbe|l Christie,
STUC Genera| Secretary

John Bowden,
Kutlu and Sargin's British lawyer

Ms Olcay Aniker,
Turkish lawyer in the defence team

Thunday. 8 Septeober 1988, Lfl}-2.ü) p.m-
The hlloı. Lııoılluı ioom
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Hıydıı i<ııtlu ıırı| Mhd, Sııgh, Geuıt S€cıE-
tıt,hı of tiı Conrnıııt t Pırty of Tuıtcy .Dd th.Wg$ş' hıty of Tuttey, ıeıpectlıely. -ıttuııea
to Tuı*ey on lft,h lilovenber 1987 fron thalı !1-
ıopeın eile ,frt tbe .r_ of letıll, ıctth8 uptic tlnfte<l Connuıtıt Pırty of İıııİcy." .Şgctrb.t €en tie tıo pııttj. Th€, * & d
d, Aıİaıı atrpct upon thctr aırivıl ıııl put ıın-
9* 

=* 
for 19 dıyı, rıı D8 ,tlch tr"y h"r.

bcen ıublccted to conttDou! t rüııc. ID tL. cnd
tİe hdıct-*.*, rĞP.rd by Aıİın stıte s€ğı-
ıtty Court pıDr€qıtols offlce çıı .tirc.ıı|i..ed in
ııaığh 1!ıE8. Tb tİt t fhılty begın on Eü Juu.

,":";

The, ltıng al.^/aited indictment a8ainst Mr.
Ha_l,iiar f\utlu and Dr, Nihat Sar8in was made
public in March l9t}t}. The 231-page indictment
and its enclosures amounting to some 5.00()
pages -mtıst11, writings and speeches of the two
leaders ıt,as Jırepared by Mr. Nusret Demiral.
Chief' Prtısecut<lr of Ankara state Security court
and tiıur ııf his ıleputies.

The logic of the indictment and the attitude
rıf the prrrsecut<ır ,such as leaking "stories" to
the right-w,inE press- suggest that a ner,!, mass
triai ııt r;ıımmunists had been contemplated by
the regime ıfi order to be able trı present the
case as a "(:onspiracv against the state". with
m,ın1 "aı:cı ımp liı;es". Brutal torturing <ıf the trı,rı
ie,rriers rı,.t:; ,riıııed at extra(--ting names needed
frır this scenari(). It \4,.1s at the same time an
intimidati()n eXercise. ,{s it happened. the t\a,o
leaders hırl n(rt been "helpful" to their interro-
gatıırs. Thrıv hare neither uttered a \a,ord that
rvııuld put their c()mrades in danger n()r con-
,:t,deıl .rn inı h trıım their views.

The prıısecutı>r desparately tried to prepare
s(!m.,lhinii m()re c()nvincinR than the present
indi(:tment at the expense cıf delaying its Comp-
leti()n. but tınl1 in vain. He denied the defence
lılvıers acı;ess to their clients' statements at
the 1ıııliı:e for frıur m()nths to prevent them irılnr
spııiiing the scenario tO be prepared-

In the end. a ridiculously clumsy d<ıcument
lvas puhlished as the indictment. lt brings
r:harges not orly against the tıl,o leaders. but
ıistı 1.1 <ıthersı under u,eli-kn<)rl,n Articles 14l
and 1,1f ot the ]-urkish Penal Code, defined by
,{mnest}, International as the main ü)bstacles to
the freedtım of expressirın in Turke_v.

Ot.tıer De ferıd.a_rıt s
Tw,c-ı of the additional 14 defenclants. N{essrs

AtiIla Coskun and Rasim Oz are t1t,o leading
members of the defence team. which comprises
over l()0 lawyers from all parts of the country,

. 
ı tsPJr ır.

the Century" ix* !
Another defendant Mr. Celal o.aogun İ'İ't'lr}'

general secretary of Otomobil-Is, an energetic
trade union in the engineering industry. Last
year the NETAS strike organised by this union
became the first major strike since the l2th
September 1980 military coup and set a good
example for subsequent strikes. Mr. Ozdogan
rightly described his inclusion in this case as an
intimidation attempt to the trade union move-
ment and to all active trade unionists.

The remaining defendants, which include a
retired teacher, a mechanical engineer. a psychıı-
logist and a publisher. had been prosecuted
before with charges of being members of the
Communist Party. They had been tortured, kept
under arrest for several years, convicted and
sentenced to lengthy prison terms by military
courts and released on bail while their appeals
are being examined by the Court of Appeal. They
are now being prosecuted again with the same
charge, i.e. communist party membership.

Clıarges aııd
S eııterıces De rrıarıde <l.

Kutlu and Sargin are charged with violating
the f<rllow,ing Articles of the Turkish Penal
Code:

Aı'tlcle lll, Forming an illegal organisatiü)n
fiır the purpose tıf establishing the hege
mony of one social class over another rır
overthrowing basic eonomi<; and scıcia|
orders of the country (8-15 years):
AıtJcle 1,12, Maklng propaganda for the
above purp<ıses (5-10 years. increased by
half if made b1, publication):
Article 1ıl0: Repudiating and defaming the
Country abroad (5-24 years);
ArtJcİ€ l,SE: Insulting the President
(1-3 years):
AıtJcle !İi9: lnsulting the iudicial person of
the Turkish State (1-6 years):
Aıticle 3li!; Praising an act of offence
(1-3 years).

"The Trial of
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Also Articles 69, 7l, 74, 31. 33 and 40 are
alleged to have been violated by Kutlu and
Sargin.

As fcır the other defendants, Mr. Rasim Oz
is being charged $.ith violating Articıe 3l2. for
having loudly con8ratulated the two leaders for
their struggIe for democracy. whi|e all the
others are being charged under the Articie 111
only.

The total sentences -taking into account the
repetition of offences- vary frrım 253 to 736.5
_years for Haydar Kutlu anrl 277 to 826.5 years
for Nihat Sargin.

Although death penalty is not explicitly
demanded. Article t4l alloıas its consideration
by the court. as Kutlu and Sargin are described
in the indictment to be leaders of the llnited
Communist Party of Turkey ı,t-hich is yet to be
formed as well as their respective parties.

Ttıe Trlal
The tria| opened *,ith the hearing on {lth

June 1988 amidst widespread criticism in Turkel
and abroad. particularl_v ot the continued ar."rİ
of the two leaders.

The panel consists <ıf three iudges. rıne
being a military judge. one of the prosecutors
is aiso a military officer.

^ The court has been adjourning the hearings
after each one day session [.ith no açipareİt
reason. During the 8 hearings spread over three
months. the prosecutor read out the :ı3l-pa8e
indictment and Kutlu and Sargin made thelr pre
liminary defense statements, each expresİing
their yiews about the indictment.

The case of Kutlu and Sargin continues to
be at the focus of attention in Turkev and in
ternationa| solidarit), with them is mounting.
The regime's plan to have a free hancl in deallng
with this case by diffusing pressures have so far
been unsuccessful. ıın the contrary. a national
and international campaign is gainins in strensth
tor not only the release of lrutlu and Sar5;in. but
abolition of Articles l4l and 142.

SoLIDARITY d,-.-,h
The ıı,ave of solidarit_v that started *nftoü"'d

return of the two leaders continues-
The number of defence lawyers registered

has now exceeded 700.
The start of the trial on Bth June l()ti8 was

the scene for a magnificent turn-out of hund-
reds of people from all over the countr!, in front
of the State Securit_ı Court in Ankıra. The_y were
not allrıı*,ed ınto the Courtroom. trut the.ı. re-
mained outside thrııughout the hearing. regist
erin8 their protest.

All of the 8 hearings so far attracted hund-
reds of people demanding to get into the Court
room to obsen-e the trial. tıut each time thev
r+,ere kept well away from the crıurt. otten at
barricades erected at either end of the street.
This. how,ever. did not prevent them from
showing their solidarit}.b_v cheering and applau-
ding the two leaders as they are brtrught to the
court, handcuffed, in a prison van.

Each hearing 8ets u/ide coverase in dail_v
papers as r+,el I as in periodicals. The preliminar1-
defence statements of the trvi.ı leaders were
serialized in the press.

Many intellectuals and politicians gave
statements t() the press invariabl_v linking the
case to Articles 14l and l42 of the TPC ancl
demanding the abolishment of these Articles.

Various progressive and democratic cirt:les
in Turke_y and in the migrant cOmmunitieS
abroad placed adyertisements in Turkish papers.
pledging their support for the tu.o leaders as
w,ell as for democracy in Turke_v.

PHoTo.^T TIIE ToP: Turkev's veteran sc,Ciatist
.lrelıİ]re. .{,/i A_} t,ar (secoııd fiı.ım left ). <-ııınposı.r.fi]nr-r7,ake. 2ulfu Li.lane)i rtııird froııı -teii).
faın()us TLrrkish ,rl.riter t'asar (.Jrna.1 (fourttı
fr<ım left ) and crr.c.k composer Mikis 'I heo<lord -tjs (second frıırn right) w..r., aİn(,nR a lareı,gr<ıup oI'Turkısh and t'oreiqn p.,rsonaliciı.s who
att?n<]ed .he first hearin{ of ihe trial of tr.uıluand sar€jn t., e_\press ahı.ir soliddria)...
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The internati()nal concern and solidarity
displaved tıııı,arcls the tw,o leaders. their case
and the issue rıf democracy in Turker- h.ıs indeed
been magnif icent.

§tessages ()f suppü)rt u,eie received from the
central committees of various communist and
ş-orkers' parties world-w,ide. Lord Henry Plumb.
President of the European Parliament. in a letter
ttı the Ceneral Secretaries. expressed the Parlia
lnent's c()ncern in the trial. The European Parlia-
ment has passed four resolutions demanding the
immediate release ııf Kutlu and Sargin and free-
dom for their pOlitical activıtv.

Variılus _s<,ılidarity meetings and actions
11era ()rgan'sed in manv countries. streching
fı,ılı,. C.:-at Brit,lin tO .\ustralia. lııcım S.ı+.eden
'i] Pirriufai 'Ihe Danish Dutch and P()rtuguese
Parii:iıır,nt: cjeın.,ınded the release of Kutlu and
Sargin. representatives of l8 national and inter-
nati.\niri .)r8anisations in Franı--e and 95 MEPs in
Strasbtıurg addec,l their vııic-es of solidarity to
n]an} ()tl]ers.

.\üınest) lnternational adopted the political
lcaders as prisonprs rıf crınscience as soon ds
they were detained and issued ni]t less than
three calis lor Urgent Action expressing con-
t]ern lor their health, particularly in viev/ of tor-
ture, The trıo leaders were included amongst
the Prisoners of' the Month in June l9B8 issue
rıt' Al Nerısietter. Subsequent urgent Action
<:alls were also issued for the release <ıf the
ı,ıther det'endants in the trial.

PEN lnternational adtıpted Kutlu and Sargin
aü; \\ritPrs in Prison. Cü]nsidering that they are
imprisoned mainl.r., ftır their rA,ritinss.

Another ııav rrf erpressing solidarity with
tlre imprisoned leaders is to send Observers tO
the triaI. Orer 2()0 observers attended the first
t} hearings. among them many prominent-politi-
cians. §lPs and MEPs. lawyers, artists, ıA,riters
anll representatiVes of international ()rganisa-
tions such as the,{.mnesty lnternational and the
International Federation of Human Rights.

so ı ıdaı-ıt.Jr ıİı Bı-tt,a,rİr.
Solidarity and support for Kutlu and Sargin

that had started with their return to Turkey in
November 1987 conıinued throughout Britain as
the case progressed and the trial finally started
in June 1988.

The Labour Party National Executive Com-
mittee, the Communist Party of Great Britain,
the New Communist Party, the Communıst Party
of Britain,t he Green Party, the Welsh National
Party and the Social Democrat Liberal Party,
many MPs and MEPS, various trade unions,
women and peace organisations all expressed
their concern and protest.

IİVTE RI{ATI O I{AL S O L I D ARITY
^"a*'"\,ğHJt İ-""..ş

Yom $oIJI»ABITY Is E§§ENTIAL
Deınand that the coverfiıırerrt takes acxıondirPctly against the Turkish authorities andthrough the EEC and the council of Europe tofree Kutlu. Sargin dnd a!! PoIiticaı prisoneis andrespect democratjc freedon s and hurnan riqhtsin Turkey, bt writing co your locıI XP arığ tohsı ı cqD!!9ir!!dt5 offı6, rtıa ch.rıc.SL! lfr SWIA 2ılE.
.seİfd messaPes of suoo<ırx and solldaritv tıJ

Irr. Ntt t Sıtztı- and N.bi Yıa<n (Irıvdıı rıİtru)ar A!L.ırı xğİa xaD.lr c.z-rl. Illucıılıı.eı}ııı. Tuf*!r.
Express },our protest by ||,rıtlİlg to Tha Tur-tlıb Enlııııy, a:i aGıır§! sq.. l m,l.E sŞıt.

committee tor the Freedom of Kuili] and sa.gln. secretary:Tony GaIbert, BM BoX 6386, London wcfN 3XX sdpıember l988

Prominent personalities in the field of art
and culture like the writer Harold Pinter, poet
Adrian Mitchell. singers Peggy Seeger and E'wan
McCall and actor Harry Landis also actively
support Kutlu and Sargin and the struggly for
democracy in Turkey.

The Parliamentary Human Rights Croup of
the British parliament sent an observer to the
trial in Ankara who. upon his return, prepared
a comprehensive report on human rights in
Turkey.

Lord Tony Gifford QC, Gordon Mc Lennan,
General Secretary of the CPGB, Pamela Brigh-
ton. General Secretary of the Haldane Society
of Socialist Ları-yers, solicitors John Br_ıwden,
Linda webster. barrister John Ritey and David
Whitfield. Deputy Editor of the Morning Star
have so far observed the trial .
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